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,  Denise.  We are most grateful  to Denise 

 

Cheers for now,   
 xx 

bles.  Our  thoughts  are wi th  you at  th is  t ime Sarah 
and hope a l l  ends up wel l  for  you.  
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       PARENTS  FAMILIES  AND  FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS  PERTH  INC 

 

 THE OBJECTIVES OF PFLAG ARE TO: 
 

 Prov ide  a  suppor t  sys tem for  fami l i es  and  f r i ends  o f  l esb ian ,  gay ,  b isexua l ,  t rans*  &  
in te rsex  peop le ,  in  an  e f fo r t  to  unders tand ,  accept  and  suppor t  them wi th  love  and  p

 Of fe r  lov
peop le .  

 Suppor t  and  encourag e  the  recog n i t ion  o f  fu l l  human r igh ts  fo r  them.  
 Help  paren ts ,  fami ly  members  and  f r iends  to  learn  wh at  the  cu r ren t  memb ers

have  a l ready  lea rn t  and  to  he lp  change  a t t i tudes  and  c rea t e  an  env i ronment  
o f  unders t and ing ,  so  ,  b i

 

      PRESIDENT’S 
 
Hello Everyone,  
 
I  was saddened to read recently about the pl ight of a young, gay Iranian man 
who had been studying in Britain.  His boyfr iend in Iran had been tortured and 
ki l led because of his sexual ity and was forced to name the young man who w
sti l l  in Br itain.  Lucki ly,  the Brit ish Government has halted deportat ion 
proceedings against this young man as he says that he wi l l  be hanged if  he 
returns to Iran because he is gay. His uncle,  who l ives in Britain has said that 
i f  the authorit ies do not ki l l  him, his father wi l l  !   
I  am so glad that our gay chi ldren do not have to suffer this fate and tha
l ive in a country which is becoming more tolerant of GLBTIQ people and 
issues.  
We wil l  soon have a new and updated website thanks to the wonderful  efforts
of a supporter and fr iend of PFLAG
for volunteering to do this work. 
 

Jen 
 
 
WE DO CARE!  
 
As some members know,  Sarah,  our  Newslet ter  Edi tor  has been going through a very 
rough t ime recent ly  wi th  fami ly  t rou
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“Mary Griffith's Story”     By Robert Bernstein  

Mary Griffith's story perhaps reflects the ultimate human tragedy. She blames herself for the death of 
her son.      Mary says Bobby was "kind and gentle, with a fun-loving spirit."    He was handsome, with 
clean-cut features and an Adonis-like body perfected by weight lifting.   He loved old movies, 
particularly The Seven Year Itch  with his favorite star, Marilyn Monroe.   He loved Italian food and 
meeting people.  But the diary that he kept for the last two years of his life reveals a tortured soul.    
Tortured by passions he had been taught were sinful.  Tortured by the bondage of what he called 
"society's rules."    Tortured by fear of hell. "Gays are bad," he wrote, "and God sends bad people to 
Hell .... I guess I'm no good to anyone, not even God.    Sometimes I feel like disappearing from the 
face of this earth."               

The Griffiths attended Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church in Walnut Creek, California.  There, Mary 
said, the ministers and the congregation were clear that homosexuals were sick, perverted, and 
condemned to eternal damnation.   "And when they said that," Mary recalls, "I said, 'Amen.'"    For her 
part, Mary just knew that homosexuality was "an abomination to God."    And even before she knew 
Bobby was gay, she conveyed her feeling to him in no uncertain terms.     She remembers in sadness 
one incident that occurred when Bobby was fourteen.    He had introduced her to a friend of his, a 
young girl.    For some reason, Mary had loaned the girl a coat.    Later, Mary learned that the girl had 
once had a lesbian encounter, and found herself unable to wear the coat again herself.    "You can't 
love God and be gay," she told Bobby.                                                                                                                        

At about the same time, Bobby told his brother he was gay.    Two years later, his brother told their 
parents.  That night, the family was up until 4 A.M. talking and crying.   They all agreed Bobby was a 
sinner, that he had to be cured by prayer and Christian counseling.    Mary told him he had to repent or 
God would "damn him to hell and eternal punishment."    She had faith that God would come to Bobby's 
rescue, but only if he read his Bible.  The Christian counselor recommended prayer and suggested that 
Bobby spend more time with his father.   But Bobby's diary revealed that nothing was changing.    "Why 
did you do this to me, God?" he wrote.    "Am I going to hell?    I need your seal of approval.    If I had 
that, I would be happy.   Life is so cruel and unfair."    His mother kept telling him he could change.    "It 
seems like every time we talked, I would tell him that," she says.   "I thought Bobby wasn't trying in his 
prayers."    When Bobby became more withdrawn, she simply chalked it up to God's punishment.   
"Now," she says, “I look back and realize he was just depressed." 

When Bobby was twenty, in desperation the Griffiths decided he should move to Portland, Oregon, and 
live with a cousin.    At first, the move seemed to help.    He worked as a nurse's aide in a senior 
citizens' home and developed something of a social life.    But the depression returned and deepened.    
A few months later, in his diary, he cursed God and added,   "I'm completely worthless as far as I'm 
concerned.   What do you say to that?  I don't care."    Again and again, he emphasized the shame and 
self-blame he felt over his sexual orientation.   "I am evil and wicked. I am dirt," he wrote.   "My voice is 
small and unheard, unnoticed, damned." 

One Friday night in August 1983, Bobby had dinner with his cousin.    She noticed that he seemed 
thoughtful, perhaps depressed.    He seemed to want to talk about something, but said little.    Then he 
left, saying he was taking a bus to go dancing downtown.    Early the next morning, two men driving to 
work noticed a young man, later identified as Bobby, on an overpass above a busy thoroughfare.    As 
they described the next few moments, the boy walked to the railing, turned around, and did a sudden 
back flip into mid-air.   He landed in the path of an eighteen-wheeler. 

Bobby's body was returned to Walnut Creek for funeral services in the Presbyterian church.    The 
minister told the mourners that Bobby was gay, and suggested that his tragic end was the result of his 
sinning. Later, the Griffiths met with their pastor for grief counseling.     In her despair, Mary was 
seeking ways to atone for the loss of Bobby.     She told the pastor she knew there were  "other Bobbys 
out there"  and asked how she could help them.     The pastor merely shrugged his shoulders - and 
Mary never again returned to that church.  However, she did not lose her sense of religion.     Her 
speech resonates with the tones of spiritual awareness. But she has found a very different God from 
the one she worshiped at Walnut Creek Presbyterian.    She re-read her Bible with fresh eyes, and 
sought out secular books about homosexuality.     She concluded that there was nothing wrong with                        
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Re in ted  w i th  the  permiss ion  o f  Rober t  A .  Berns te in  and Thunder 's  Mouth  Press .  
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Bobby, that "he was the kind of person God wanted him to be .... an equal, lovable valuable part of 
God's creation."    She says now, "I helped instill false guilt in an innocent child's conscience."   Bobby 
Griffith's fate is not uncommon among gay youth.    One report chartered by the government suggests 
that gay adolescents are nearly three times more likely than other teens to attempt suicide.     Some 30 
percent of all youth suicides, it says, can be traced to the pressures generated by "a society that 
stigmatizes and discriminates against gays and lesbians."     But Bobby's story stands out for two 
reasons.    Unlike other youths who kill themselv
anguish.    And unlike other parents, his mother has not denied or buried her role in the tragedy, but 
has leveraged her remorse into aid to others. 

Shortly after Bobby's death, Mary Griffith discovered PFLAG.     For some years, she was president of 
an East San Francisco Bay PFLAG chapter and appeared frequently on television talk shows, usually 
wearing a button with Bobby's picture and another with the PFLAG message,      "We love our gay and 
lesbian children."  She has cooperated in the filming of documentaries about the Griffith family tragedy, 
and is the subject of a the book    “Prayers for Bobby:  A Mother's Coming to Terms with the Suicide of 
Her Gay Son”,   by Leroy Aarons, founder of the National Lesbian and Gay Journalists Association and 
a former national correspondent for the Washington Post.     She campaigns tirelessly for the cause of 
public school counseling supportive of gay teenagers, believing that Bobby would still be alive if his 
high school had had such a program.    And she has a guiding standard for other parents.    Listen to 
your instincts as a mother or father, she tells them, not to those who urge you to violate your parental 
conscience.     "All we had to do was say, 'We love you, Bobby, and we accept you,' and I know Bobby 
would be here today.      Part of me wanted to reach out and
To me, that was my mother love, that was my conscience.     But I didn't have the freedom to
my own conscience." 
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Same Sex Domestic vio lence occurr ing between ind iv iduals  
wi th  DSG in  Western Aust ra l ia
  
3 .        

Abuse Group (ssdag) 
 
    A recent  s tudy which looked at  the 
heal th  of  Aust ra l ians wi th  d iverse 
sexual i ty  and /or  gender  (DSG) fou
that  32.7% of  respondents  repor t
the i r  par tner  was abusive.  Th is

 SSDAG’s  workshop ‘Speaking Out
consis ts  o
course of  
 

1. Diverse Sexuality and/or Gender: 
Introduction & Terminology. h igher  than the rate repor ted by 

heterosexual  people,  which is  
approx imate ly  25%. 
    The Same Sex Domest ic  Abuse 
Group (SSDAG) is  a  non-government  
organisat ion which a ims to  ra ise 

2. DSG Relationship, Family and Domestic 
Violence. 

3
Relationship, Family and Domestic Vawareness of  re la t ionship,  fami ly  

domest ic  abuse amongst  people 
ident i fy ing wi th  DSG.  
    SSDAG prov ides t ra in ing and 
resources which ra ise awareness of  th
issues of  re la t ionship,  fami ly  and 
domest ic  v io lence in  communi t ies of
DSG express ion,  and bui lds the 
capaci ty  o f  mainst ream serv ices to  

spond to  fami ly  and domest ic  

4. Service Provision & Good Practice.  

If anyone would like to attend a 
w
 
SARAH JAGGARD,   Manag
Same Sex Domest ic  Abu
c

re
/o  Hepat i t i s  Counc i l  WA  

4 th  F loor ,  102 James St   
Nor thbr idge  WA 
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:  www.ssdag.org.au

 
M:  0428 958 873       T :  08  922
F:  08  9227 6545  
W   

Speak ing Out” .  
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Domest i c  Abuse Group Workshop:  
“

WORLD NEWS  !!!!!
 
“West Austral ian”  22/2/08 
 
 

Israeli qu
by gays, claims MP  
 
 
JERUSALEM 
 
An Is rae l i  par l iamentar ian  c la ims tha t  
severa l  ear thquakes  fe l t  in  Is rae l  recent ly  
were  a  consequence o f  gays  and 
Par l iament ’s  acceptance o f  them.  
Sh lomo Ben iz r i ,  o f  the  u l t ra -Or thodox  
Jewish  Shas  Par ty ,  sa id  on  Wednesday 
the  way to  s top  the  t remors  was for  
Par l iament  to  reverse  i t s
l ibera l is ing  laws concern ing  homosexua ls .  
Two quakes  or ig ina t ing  in  ne ighbor ing  
Lebanon shook  much o f  Is rae l  las t  week,  
the  f i rs t  coming two days  a f te r  Is rae l ’s  
A t to rney-Genera l  ru led  tha t  same-
coup les  cou ld  adopt  ch i ld ren .  
Dur ing  two weeks  o f  November  and 
December ,  four  ear thquakes  shook  par ts  
o f  I s rae l ,  Jordan and the  Pa les t in ian  
te r r i to r ies .  None o f  the  t remors  caused 
any  ser ious  in ju r ies  o r  ma jor  damage.  
“Why do  ear thquakes  happen?”   Mr  Ben iz r i  
sa id  dur ing  a  par l iamentary  debate  on 
ear thquake preparedness ,  “One o f  the 
reasons  is  the  th ings to  wh ich  the  Knesset  
(Par l iament )  g ives  leg i t imacy ,  to  sodomy. ”  
He sa id  a  cos t -e f fec t i ve  way o f  aver t ing  
ear thquake damage wou ld  be  to  s top  
“pass ing  leg is la t ion  on  how to  encourage 
homosexua l  ac t iv i t y  in  the  s ta te  o f  Is rae l ,  
wh ich  anyway 
Representa t ives  o f  Shas  have issued 
s ta tements  in  the  pas t  tha t  o ther  Is rae l is  
found ou t rageous,  such as  b laming a  1985 
t ra in -bus  acc ident  tha t  k i l led  22 ,  most ly  
ch i ld ren ,  on  fa i lu re  o f  
J
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4.  

Story of penguin pals 
ruled too gay for kids 
 
 
WASHINGTON 
 
A ch i ld ren ’s  book  about  two male  pengu ins  
tha t  ha tch and parent  a  ch ick  has  been 
pu l led  f rom l ib rary  she lves  in  some US 
pr imary  schoo ls  a f te r  a  parent  compla ined 
tha t  i t  p romoted a  gay  agenda.  
   The dec is ion  by schoo l  Supt  Edgar  
Hat r ick  led  many paren ts  and gay  r igh ts  
advocates  in  Loudoun County ,  V i rg in ia ,  to  
rush  to  the   pengu ins ’  de fence.  Many say 
the  schoo l  sys tem shou ld  no t  ha
one compla in t  to  l im i t  ch i ld ren ’s  l i te rary  
cho ices .  
  The book  is  based “on  a  t rue s to ry  … of  
what  happens in  the  an imal  k ingdom” ,  sa id  
Dav id  Wein t raub o f  Equa l i t y  Loudoun,  a  
gay  r igh ts  o rgan isa t ion .  “ I t ’ s  about  the joy  
o f  be ing  par t  o f  a  fami ly .  These pengu ins  
love  each o ther . ”  The book  And Tango 
Makes Three,  by  Jus t in  R icha
Peter  Parne l l ,  d raws on the  rea l  s tory  o f  
Roy  and S i lo ,  two ch ins t rap  pengu ins  a t  
Cent ra l  Park  Zo
  As  the  book  says ,  Roy and S i lo  were  “a  
l i t t le  b i t  d i f fe ren t ”  than the  boy  and g i r l  
pengu ins  who no t iced  each o ther  and 
became coup les .  “Where
went  too . ”  A f te r  they  t r ied  to  ha tch  an  egg-
shaped rock  together ,  a  zoo-keeper  gave 
them a  fer t i l i sed egg to  nur ture .  Exper ts  
say  ma le  ch ins t raps  typ ica l l y  share 
incubat ion du t ies  w i th  females .  
  The book  topped the  Amer ican L ibrary  
Assoc ia t ion ’s  l i s t  o f  banned or  cha l lenged
books  in  2006.  
  In  Loudoun,  i t  was  cha l lenged a t  
Sugar land E lementary  Schoo l  a  few 
months  ago,  o f f i c ia
they  dec l ined to  name.  
  Fo l low ing schoo l  sys tem po l i cy ,  the 
pr inc ipa l  convened a pane l  o f  p r inc ipa ls ,  
l ib rar ians ,  teachers  and parents  to  rev iew 
the  book .  T
th
a
a
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eing gay  i s  different ,  and the 

Be
our  yea u have 

eing gay  i s  you --  and nothing in  this  
or ld  is  more important  than that .    

t
deve lopmenta l l y  appropr ia te  fo r  some
students .  
  A t  16  pr imary  schoo ls ,  the  book  is  n

r t  o f  the  pro fess iona l  co l lec t ionpa ,  where
i t  i s  s to red w i th  ins t ruc t iona l  tex ts  and can
be checked out  on ly  by  paren ts  
teachers .   
 
 
Wise words from Sam Levenson, 
heard on 720 ABC. 
 
•  “M any  w i se  wor ds  a r e  s pok en  i n  j es t ,  bu t  

t hey  don ’ t  c ompar e  w i t h  t he  number  o f  
s tup id  wor ds  spoken  i n  ea r nes t . ”  

•  “The  f i r s t  sc rew  t o  ge t  l oose  i n  you r  he
i s  t he  one  t ha t  ho l ds  y ou r  t ongue  i n  
p l ace . ”  

•  “You ’ re  on l y  young  once .  A f t e r  t ha t  i t  
t akes  s om e  o the r  exc use  fo r  behav ing  l i ke
an  i d i o t . ”  

•  “Ev en  i f  t he  ma jo r i t y  ag rees  on  an  i d i o t i c
i dea ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  an  i d i o t i c  i dea . ”  

•  “The  g rea tness  o f  t h i s  o r  any  o t he r  coun t r y  
may  s t i l l  be  meas u r ed  by  the  num ber  o f  
peop le  t r y i ng  t o  ge t  IN  ve rs us  the  num be
o f  peop le  t r y i ng  t o  ge t  OUT. ”  

•  “The  bes t  de fence  o f  ou r  coun t r y  i s  t o  
keep  i t  a t  a l l  t im es  WORTH de fe

•  “W ar  does n ’ t  p rov e  who ’s  r i gh t ;  on l y  who ’s  
l e f t . ”  
“W ar  i s  be t t e r  a t  abo l i s h i ng  na t i ons  than
na t i ons  a r e  a t  abo l i sh i ng  wars . ”  

•  “You  can ’ t  shake  hands  w i th  a  c l enched  
f i s t . ”  

 “The  UN has  been  as  e f f ec t i ve  aga ins t  •
as  fogho rns  hav e  been  aga ins t  f og .

•  “The r e  a r e  more  im por t an t  t h ings  i n  l i f e  
t han  m
money . ”  
Re :   Sex  edu•  ca t i on  i n  s choo l s :  
“ Le t  t hem t eac h  i t !  I f  t he  sc hoo ls  t eac h
the  way  they  teac h  ev e ry th i ng  e l s e ,
k ids  w i l l  l os e  i n t e res t  anyhow. ”     

 
Quips from “Ginger Meggs” comic 
strips in the “West Austral ian”.  
 
•  I f  i t  wasn ’ t  fo r  the  op t im is t ,  the  

pess imis t  wou ldn ’ t  know how happy he  
isn ’ t .  

•  I t ’ s  never  too  la te  to  have a  happy 
ch i ldhoo

•  They  sa id  i t  cou ldn ’ t  be  done and I  
p roved i t .  

•  

• e wa i ts  fo r  no  man and very  f
women.  

•  “On your  journey  th rough l i fe ,  you ’ l l  
learn  lo ts  o f  th ings  - - - -  you ’ l l  fo rge t  lo ts  
o f  th ings !  I t ’ s  na ture ’s  way o f  no t  
le t t ing  your  b r

•  There  has  been an  a la rming  inc reas
the  number  o
about .  

•  G iven the  cho ice  be tween two theor ies ,  
take  the  one wh ich  is  funn ier .  

5.  

Being  Gay  Is …… 
 
Being gay  i s  having the capabi l i ty  to  
love a  member  of  the same sex to  a  

ter  depth than much grea a person o
opposi te  sex.    
Being gay  i s  a  mat ter  of  love,  not  a  
mat ter  of  sex.  
Being gay  i s  who you are ,  not  what  yo
do.  
Being gay  i s  par t  of  you,  not  a  sepa
ent i ty .  
Being gay  i s  being okay --  the  s in  is
l iving a  l ie .  
Being gay  i s  not  chosen --  i f  i t  were,
there  would be no gays.  
Being gay  i s  to  be r idiculed about  
something you can do nothing about .  
Being gay  i s  not  changeable  - -  but  i t  i s  
l iveable .  
Being gay  i s  accept ing yourself  when
others  are  not  accept ing of  you.  
Being gay is being who you are - even 
though you don’t understand it. 
Being gay  i s  gent leness ,  warmth an 
sensi t ivi ty ,  when you are  not  a t  war  
with  the outs ide world.  
B
defini t ion of  different  is  not  “bad”.  

ing gay  i s  reaching the autumn of  
y rs  and wondering why yo
spent  most  of  your  l i fe  t rying to  get  
acceptance from people  who don’t  
know you and who don’t  understand 

ou.  y
B
w
 
(  C o p y r i g h t   1 9 8 5 ,   S h i r l e y  M . H u n t e r  )  
 
Extrac t  f rom :    

“EX –  GAYS ?   THERE ARE NONE” 
by   Rev  Sy lv ia  Penn ing ton .  
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 bu t  I  don ’ t  th ink  i t  he lps  

e r fu l  ances tors .  

ub l i shed  by :  Lambda  Chr i s t i an  Fe
                 PO  Box  1967 ,   Hawthor

se  w i th  pe rmis s ion  f rom S .P nn ing ton .  
 
 
 

 For s igh t?   Knowing when to  sh•
mouth  be fore  someone te l l

• o the  h The eas ier  i t  i s  to  d
change.  

•  I ’m an opt im is t
much.  

•  M isers  make wond
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WA  AIDS  Council 
664 Murray St 
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City Help 28 1005 
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6.  

FLAG is here for YOU 

line:    (08) 92

 

nbury:  (08) 97971470 (Jill)

CLO  
C

SETS ARE FOR
LOTHES NOT 

PEOPLE 
JOIN PFLAG 

 
     PFLAG meets at 1.30pm, on th
        2nd Sat of each month at: 
 

omen’s Health Ca House W
00 / 102 Aberdeen St 
ORTHBRIDGE  N

LL  WELCOME! 
 
(The Blue CAT bus passes the door) 
 
NEXT PFLAG ME T

 2008: 
 

rday April 12th @
thS

Saturday June 14th @ 1.30pm 
 

ALL WELCOME! 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE Meeting 
 
Saturday April 12th @ 12.00 noon 
 

Office located at: 
 

WEST PERTH 



 

.   

21BUNEWSLETTER ITEMS 
22BUPLEASE !!! 

 

 

23BTell us your story, 
24B(this may be anonymous) 

 

25BSend us a joke 
 

26BHave a grouch! 
 

27BWrite a poem or a letter. 
 

28BOffer a suggestion, (Not rude) 
 

29BOr just write to us  
30Bfor any reason at all. 

 
31BUPlease U Forward contributions to 
Postal Address: 

 
32BNewsletter Editor 
33BPFLAG-Perth Inc 
34BPO  Box  354 
35BNORTHBRIDGE   WA   6865 
 
36BOr - PFLAG Editor email at: 
37Bsazabelrulz@hotmail.com 
 
38BOr – NEW PFLAG email address: 
39Bpflagperth@hotmail.com           
 
40BNB: Any previous email address for 
PFLAG-Perth is no longer valid – we 
apologise for any inconvenience.  
 
41BWebsite (Up and coming):    

42Bhttp://www.pflag.org.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* PFLAG Newsletter is printed 
courtesy of John Hyde, MLA, 

Member for Perth .  


	WE DO CARE!
	Same Sex Domestic Abuse Group (ssdag)

	Being gay is being who you are - even though you don’t understand it.
	Extract from :  
	“EX – GAYS ?  THERE ARE NONE”
	Published by: Lambda Christian Fellowship
	CA,    90250,     USA

	REGULAR PFLAG MEETINGS
	     PFLAG meets at 1.30pm, on the
	        2nd Sat of each month at:
	Women’s Health Care  House
	100 / 102 Aberdeen St
	ALL  WELCOME!
	(The Blue CAT bus passes the door)
	NEXT PFLAG MEETINGS 
	For 2008:
	Saturday April 12th @ 1.30pm
	Saturday May 10th @ 1.30pm
	Saturday June 14th @ 1.30pm
	ALL WELCOME!

	NEXT COMMITTEE Meeting 
	Saturday April 12th @ 12.00 noon
	Office located at:
	WA  AIDS  Council
	664 Murray St
	WEST PERTH
	PFLAG is here for YOU

	City Helpline:    (08) 9228 1005
	PFLAG   Country Contact:
	NEWSLETTER ITEMS
	PLEASE !!!
	Tell us your story,
	(this may be anonymous)
	Send us a joke
	Have a grouch!
	Write a poem or a letter.
	Offer a suggestion, (Not rude)
	Or just write to us 
	for any reason at all.
	Please Forward contributions to Postal Address:
	Newsletter Editor
	PFLAG-Perth Inc
	PO  Box  354
	NORTHBRIDGE   WA   6865
	Or - PFLAG Editor email at:
	sazabelrulz@hotmail.com
	Or – NEW PFLAG email address:
	pflagperth@hotmail.com          
	NB: Any previous email address for PFLAG-Perth is no longer valid – we apologise for any inconvenience. 
	Website (Up and coming):   
	http://www.pflag.org.au 

